
Innocence 
Luke Chapter 15 

Seeing our self  

in the eyes of the Father 
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Testimony - 15 years old, just saved, while in a small house 

church meeting, I experienced my own innocence in the 

presence of Jesus Himself. The essence of the Holy Spirit‟s 

anointing upon Jesus was His innocence before the 

Father.  Without any preconceived ideas, concepts or 

impressions,  that same innocence of being 

unconditionally loved by the Father is what I felt during 

that visitation.   The nature of Jesus‟ innocence is what He 

carried during His ministry & why he was able to connect 

w/so many regardless of their history or temperament.  
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1. Who is God and what is His character?   

2. Who am I to this God?   

3. What does it mean in terms of relationship with 

God and how do I matter?   

4 

• Jesus weaves the answers to these 3 questions throughout the 

story, yet He wants us to search for them to find our own value. 

• Stories & any creative thing can penetrate to the heart without 

asking for permission.   

• Every human being is a story, not “has a story”.  



11 Then Jesus said, “Once there was a father with two sons.  
12 The younger son came to his father and said, „Father, don‟t you think 

it‟s time to give me the share of your estate that belongs to me?  So the 

father went ahead and distributed among the two sons their 

inheritance. 13 Shortly afterward, the younger son packed up all his 

belongings and traveled off to see the world. He journeyed to a far-off 

land where he soon wasted all he was given in a binge of extravagant 

and reckless living. 
14 “With everything spent and nothing left, he grew hungry, for there was 

a severe famine in that land. 15 So he begged a farmer in that country to 

hire him. The farmer hired him and sent him out to feed the pigs. 16 The 

son was so famished, he was willing to even eat the slop given to the 

pigs, because no one would feed him a thing. 

5 The Loving Father 
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17 “Humiliated, the son finally realized what he was  

doing and he thought, „There are many workers at my 

father‟s house who have all the food they want with plenty 

to spare. They lack nothing. Why am I here dying of hunger, 

feeding these pigs and eating their slop? 18 I want to go 

back home to my father‟s house, and I‟ll say to him, “Father, 

I was wrong. I have sinned against you.19 I‟ll never be worthy 

to be called your son. Please, Father, just treat me like one 

of your employees.”‟ 

 
20 “So the young son set off for home…… 
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From a long distance away, his father saw him 

coming, dressed as a beggar, and great compassion swelled 

up in his heart for his son who was returning home. So the 

father raced out to meet him. He swept him up in his arms, 

hugged him dearly, and kissed him over and over with tender 

love. 
21 “Then the son said, „Father, I was wrong. I have sinned  

against you. I could never deserve to be called your son.  

Just let me be—‟ 

“The father interrupted and said, „Son, you’re home now!‟ 
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22 “Turning to his servants, the father said, „Quick, bring 

me the best robe, my very own robe, and I will place it 

on his shoulders. Bring the ring, the seal of sonship, and I 

will put it on his finger. And bring out the best shoes you 

can find for my son. 23 Let‟s prepare a great feast and 

celebrate. 24 For this beloved son of mine was once 

dead, but now he‟s alive again. Once he was lost, but 

now he is found!‟ And everyone celebrated with 

overflowing joy. 
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Who am I to this God?   



25 “Now, the older son was out working in the field  

when his brother returned, and as he approached  

the house he heard the music of celebration and 

dancing. 26 So he called over one of the servants and asked, 

„What‟s going on?‟ 
27 “The servant replied, „It‟s your younger brother. He‟s 

returned home and your father is throwing a party to 

celebrate his homecoming.‟ 
28 “The older son became angry and refused to go in and 

celebrate. So his father came out and pleaded with him, 

„Come and enjoy the feast with us!‟ 
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29 “The son said, „Father, listen! How many years have I 

been working like a slave for you, performing every 

duty you‟ve asked as a faithful son? And I‟ve never 

once disobeyed you. But you‟ve never thrown a party 

for me because of my faithfulness. Never once have 

you even given me a goat that I could feast on and 

celebrate with my friends like he‟s doing now.  

30 But look at this son of yours! He comes back  

after wasting your wealth on prostitutes and reckless 

living, and here you are throwing a great feast to 

celebrate—for him!‟ 
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31 “The father said, „My son, you are always with me 

by my side. Everything I have is yours to enjoy. 32 It‟s 

only right to celebrate like this and be overjoyed, 

because this brother of yours was once dead and 

gone, but now he is alive and back with us again. 

He was lost but now he is found!‟” 
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What does it mean in terms of relationship 
with God and how do I matter? 



“Bob, I have always liked the way  

I made you" 
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"God sees us not as we have been, but as He is going to make us 

become.  In God's eyes, we are what will be for eternity, and we don't 

know that that is yet.  But when we're glad to be together, it's because 

we're discovering not who we used to be, but what we are becoming..... 

and this is why Jesus is glad to be with us" 

~Jim Wilder 

 

 


